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Lafjojof 22} 11-18  (AfEHS) / Nehemiah 2:11-18 (NIRV)
nitiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it
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11, Iwent to Jerusalem and stayed there for three days.

12. Thenat night I took a few other people with me to check out the walls. | hadn't told
anyone what my God wanted me to do for Jerusalem. There weren't any donkeys
with me except the one | was riding on.

13. That night | went out through the Valley Gate. | went toward the Jackal Well
and the Dung Gate. | checked out the walls of Jerusalem. They had been broken
down. I also checked the city gates. Fire had burned them up.

14. I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool. But there wasn’t
enough room for my donkey to get through.

15. It was still night. | went up the Kidron Valley. | kept checking the wall. Finally, |
turned back. | went back in through the Valley Gate.

16.  The officials didn’t know where | had gone or what | had done. That’s
because | hadn't said anything to anyone yet. | hadn’t told the priests or
nobles or officials. And | hadn’t spoken to any other Jews who would
be rebuilding the wall.

17.  1said to them, “You can see the trouble we're in. Jerusalem has been destroyed
. Fire has burned up its gates. Come on. Let’s rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. Then
people won't be ashamed anymore”

18.  lalso told them how my gracious God was helping me. And | told them what
the king had said to me. They replied, “Let’s start rebuliding” So they began
that good work.

Vocabulary
Destroy-IL{2|SHCt
Ashamed-£2|E E5tCt

Rebuilding-CtA| ZICH CHA| A=SHC}

Ac/aldE Mag pen
J.T/¢‘__r V3% 2F 2



Observation

Write the missing letters.

17. 1 said to them, “You can see the trouble we're in. Jerusalem has been

D . Fire has burned up its gates. Come on. Let’s rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem. Then people won't be A anymore.

18. I also told them how my gracious God was helping me. And | told them
what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let’s start R 7 So they
began that good work.

Interpretation
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Application

Think about this for a second. Nehemiah's job VWASN'T construction, was it? He was
the king’s drink taster. Really, Nehemiah’s real job wasn't anywhere dose to building
things—espedally humongous ity walls. But Nehemiah did something that wasn't his
responsibility. He took initiative, and he did something to fix the problem that he saw.

“You can take initiative, too! You don't have to wait around for someone else to do
what needs to be done, Try to take initiative like Nehemiah did!.
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Let's memorize

Let’s memorize Colossians 3:23a
=ZAA 32 238 HEHES B EE o2,
“Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working
for the Lord”
- Colossians 3:23a, NIRV -
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